
 

WINE RECOMMENDATION  

Blasted Church Vineyards 

2006 Hatfield's Fuse  

(Okanagan Valley) 

 

 

This Okanagan winery’s name and award-winning labels 

arise from cleverly exploited local history. In the nearby 

community of Okanagan Falls, there is a small church that 

was moved there in 1929 from an abandoned mining 

community. The movers charged with taking it apart for the move had difficulty extracting the huge nails from 

the heavy beams. A foreman named Hatfield set off a small dynamite charge, successfully loosening the nails. 

Naturally, the church soon became known as the Blasted Church.  

 

The winery mines that history in its own name and in the name of several wines, including Hatfield’s Fuse, its 

most popular white, perhaps because with 12 grams of residual sugar this is the winery’s only off-dry wine. In 

2006, 3,400 cases were made – about a quarter of Blasted Church’s total production.  

 

Five aromatic grapes, most of them estate grown, are blended to produce a Conundrum look-alike. It is a wine 

with layers of aroma and flavour – aromas of peaches and green apples, flavours of apples, mangoes and limes. 

There is good weight on the mid-palate. The balance is so good that, in spite of the slight sweetness, the finish 

is almost dry. 88 points. 

Reviewed July 15, 2007 by John Schreiner.  

THE WINE  

Winery: Blasted Church Vineyards 

Vintage: 2006 

Wine: Hatfield's Fuse 

Appellation: Okanagan Valley 

Grapes: Optima, Ehrenfelser, Pinot Gris / Grigio, 

Riesling, Gewurztraminer 

Price: $16.00  

 

THE REVIEWER  

John Schreiner 

John Schreiner has been covering the 

wines of British Columbia for the past 

30 years and has written 10 books on 

the wines of Canada and BC. He has 

judged at major competitions and is 

currently a panel member for the 

Lieutenant Governor’s Awards of 

Excellence in Wine. Both as a judge and as a wine critic, he 

approaches each wine not to find fault, but to find 

excellence. That he now finds the latter more often than 

the former testifies to the dramatic improvement shown by 

BC winemaking in the past decade. 
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